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Welcome: Ask everyone to lay a handful of coins beside the chalice.  They can get it back at the end of the 
session, or the group can decide to donate the money. 

Chalice Lighting: We come together in truth and kindness, to share, to listen and be heard. We honor the holy 
light within us, between us, and the light that together we bring into the world. 

Personal Check In: Briefly share something that is on your heart today. 

Opening Words:  Money is a paradox in our culture.  It enslaves and it frees.  It is intensely private, but it is also 
very public. It creates, but it also destroys. We see it as a measure of worth, yet it is no measure of real worth.  
~Victoria Curtiss 

Readings (see below) 

Questions to prompt and guide discussion: 

1. What did you learn about money when you were growing up?  How does that inform your relationship 
to money now? 

2. Think about a time when you had plenty of money, or not enough.  How did that affect your quality of 
life?  What behaviors of yours changed because of your financial circumstances? 

3. What do you think our culture teaches us about money?  How do you think that differs by class? 
4. How would your relationships change if you suddenly won the lottery or found yourself penniless?   
5. Money and currency have no intrinsic worth. What deeper needs drive the desire for money? 

 

Sharing - (This is a time to speak without interruption and for deep listening.  Deep listening means no 
interrupting, no fixing, no saving, no advising, and no setting each other straight.) 

Short Break:  Silent reflection or self-care 

Open Discussion - (This is a time to respond to things others have said about the topic or to relate additional 
thoughts on this topic.) 

Closing reading:  (Sorry about the male centering; but it‘s the Old Testament.)
Men who put their trust in possessions and money and 
those who boast before the multitude are foolish.   

No one, no matter his wealth, can save his own life, or 
any other life.   

These men think their houses shall continue forever, 
and their dwelling places to all generations; they call 
their lands after their own names.  

I am not taken in. 

The wise man and the brute, the father and the mother, 
the old woman selling in the street, they all will die.  

When the rich man dies, he shall take nothing away: not 
his goods or his money. His power will belong to 
someone else and Death will take him. 

What is most precious in life cannot be found in the 
marketplace.   

But when a man is fair in his dealings, he has honor; his 
family has the power of his name. He is wise and others 
seek his counsel; they approve his word.  He prospers 
the work of his people, and the vines on his lands are 
thriving.   

When he dies, though his body be dust, his life lives 
behind him, even for generations.  ~Psalm 49, adapted.

 

Announcements/Plans 

Extinguish the Chalice 



 
Readings:  
 
Money can’t buy life.  ~Bob Marley 
 
For the love of money is the root of all evil: which some coveted after. They have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  ~Paul the Apostle, 1st Timothy 6:10, King James Version 
 
There are different ways to look at money. Some people think of it as a lubricant, something that gets us 
through life more easily when there is enough; the friction when there is not enough causes damage and 
wear.  I think of money as a kind of fun tickets, while my husband thinks likes to keep it tucked away.  For him, 
money is soup on the shelf. Learning how to balance those two attitudes has been good for us.   
~Connie Goodbread, UUA Staff serving as the Acting Co-Lead of the Southern Region Congregational Life staff 
team 
 
Top 15 Things Money Can’t Buy: Time. Happiness. Inner Peace. Integrity. Love. Character. Manners. Health. 
Respect. Morals. Trust. Patience. Class. Common sense. Dignity.  
― Roy Bennett, The Light in the Heart 
 
While money can't buy happiness, it certainly lets you choose your own form of misery.  ~Groucho Marx 
 
I don’t want to care too much about money.  Rich people don't like to tolerate much. Money gives you 
permission to walk away from everything that isn't just the way you like it. You don’t like to put up with 
anything less than perfect.  Maybe you should think more about what is good enough, not confuse your needs 
with your wants. That way you wouldn’t be spending your life criticizing, escaping, and worrying about stuff 
that doesn’t really matter. ~Angel, to Chuck Palahniuk, Diary 
 
Grateful souls focus on the happiness and abundance already present in their lives and this in turn attracts 
more abundance and joy towards them. ~Stephen Richards, Think Your way to Success: Let Your Dreams Run  
 
Pay attention to what is important. Money is like gasoline during a road trip. You don’t want to run out of gas, 
but you’re not doing it for a tour of gas stations. ~Tim O'Reilly 
 
I'm living so far beyond my means that we may almost be said to be living apart. ― Saki, The Unbearable 
Bassington 

Money frees you from doing things you dislike. Since I dislike doing nearly everything, money comes in handy. 
~Groucho Marx 

“Your money or your life,” growls the robber.  When he receives no answer, he prods the rich man with his 
gun and yells, “Your MONEY or your LIFE!  Are you DEAF?”  “NO!” cries the rich man. “I’m thinking!  I can’t 
decide!” 

“Honey.  Come look out this window.  Look right out there in the yard. Do you see a money tree?”  Pause.  “It 
has something like dollar bills for leaves, and quarters dropping out of it.  Do you see it?  No?  I didn’t think so.  
Because we don’t have a money tree, that’s why, and there’s not another tree anywhere I know of that grows 
money. And that’s why I am not buying you a dress that costs almost a hundred dollars.  Now if you find an 
extra hundred lying around, you let me know, and we’ll talk.”  --Robin Phillips’ mama     


